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Discipline:
Political Science 
Target Audience
Intermediate, majors and nonmajors
Keywords
Third World, development, political parties, politics, underdevelopment
Length of Time/Staging
Two weeks (six fifty minute class periods. Students are expected to undertake considerable research and writing outside of class).
Abstract
You have been elected to office because you promised to solve once and for all the problem of underdevelopment in your country. Now is time to show the plan. Congress is waiting anxiously. After the plan was presented, you asked your chief political strategist to draft a memo to tell you how to put together a winning coalition in congress to push for the necessary legislation to implement your proposals.
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[bookmark: _cc9foyb0mu94]Day 1
· Discuss problem based learning and objectives.
· Present first part of the problem.
· Break up into groups of four.
· Decide what is needed to know to write the proposals.
· Preview online and library resources.
· Assign initial responsibilities to carry out research.
[bookmark: _p29b6aldngjc]Day 2
· Share initial research.
· Decide what additional initial information is needed to carry out the assignment.
· Carry out further research.
· Assign responsibilities to write and present report.
[bookmark: _iv5a4uwp909m]Day 3
· Group presentations and general class discussion.
[bookmark: _hrnssyre6em8]Day 4
· Distribution of the second part of the problem
· Decide what is needed to know to carry out assignment.
· Preview online and library resources.
· Assign initial responsibilities to carry out research.
[bookmark: _9q29osj1vhmk]Day 5
· Share research results and discuss ideas for the memo.
· Discuss if additional research is needed.
· Begin drafting the memo.
[bookmark: _whvz4gjqgixa]Day 6
· Group presentations and general class discussion.
[bookmark: _u9jo2ne7y3c5]Student Learning Objectives
1. Think about the issues that underdevelopment implies.
2. Think about the political obstacles that Third World countries face in tackling developmental issues.
[bookmark: _7kmaawrvqiri]Student Resources
CIA's World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html
World Bank (Country data): www.worldbank.org/data/
[bookmark: _7jfcokjolfmg]Country-specific resources:
Canadian International Development Agency (now part of Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Development): http://www.international.gc.ca/development-developpement/index.aspx?lang=eng 
Inter-American Development Bank: www.iadb.org
Elections, parties, and parliaments: www.library.ubc.ca/poli/electoral.html
[bookmark: _q817mtaq0f2k]Latin American countries:
Georgetown University Political Database: http://pdba.georgetown.edu/
General Comparative Politics Resources: http://politicalscience.wvu.edu/
General political resources on the net: www.politicalresources.net
Elections around the world: http://virtualref.com/subj/82.htm
International Monetary Fund: www.imf.org/
	[bookmark: _x75zgszaxjvt]Assessment Strategies
Students will be divided into small groups of four to five members and will submit a report that addresses the questions in this two-part problem.
In the third meeting of the class, when the reports are submitted there, will be a twenty minute discussion that addresses the questions asked in the problem. Students will learn from each other about various aspects that they may not have considered when answering the questions. They will receive participation marks for contributing to the discussion.
[bookmark: _plr1xeoidjpf]Teaching Notes
Two weeks is the minimum time required for this exercise considering that it is composed of two different assignments. The first week should be used to develop the programs to alleviate underdevelopment. The second week should be used to address the question of the political coalitions necessary to implement those programs.
[bookmark: _mh5vmohui7p8]Assessment Strategies
This problem produces two different grades, one for each part of the assignment. Each grade accounts for 10% of the overall grade in the class. The grade is determined by the written report, which is judged on the basis of both creativity and content. All group members receive the same grade for the group report.


[bookmark: _apatt5nwts2f]Solution Notes
There is no "right answer" to either part of the problem. Students need to investigate the root causes of underdevelopment in the Third World and be able to identify the possible avenues available to countries to change this situation. They need to investigate what type of structural changes or policies are needed to foster rapid economic growth.
There are many obvious ways to resolve economic underdevelopment, like raising educational standards, selling more products abroad, attracting foreign investment, reducing unemployment, expanding the domestic market, reducing income disparities, and gaining state control of natural resources, just to mention a few. Students should be able to identify some these solutions.
However, given that some of the solutions to economic underdevelopment seem rather obvious, one wonders why countries do not pursue them aggressively. Here is where the realities of Third World politics come into play. Students should be able to realize that many of the solutions to the problems of economic underdevelopment imply the adoption of measures that are hurtful to political interests in the Third World. For instance, everybody agrees that improving educational standards in the Third World could enhance their prospects for economic growth. But this goal can only be achieved with greater spending in this area. In a context where governments are barely able to meet their fiscal obligations, new money can come only from increased taxation. Of course, we know that there are powerful forces in the Third World opposed to raising taxes, especially if they are to finance public facilities that their sons and daughters hardly use. And these forces are also represented in congress. Thus, a rather obvious goal, improve education, runs into forceful obstacles.
It is for this reason that students are required to think about the ways in which they can implement their plans for economic growth by looking at a given country's political forces. The hope is that they would realize that many apparently uncontroversial policies can actually affect powerful economic and political interests in the Third World, and that that is one of the reasons why is too difficult for these countries to develop economically.
This is a real-world problem with frequent new developments.
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