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Discipline:
Political Science
Target Audience
Introductory, majors and nonmajors
Keywords
African economic crisis, debt crisis, economic liberalization, political liberalization, structural adjustment programs
Length of Time/Staging
Approximately two weeks of class, three days per week, fifty minutes per class; students are broken down into groups of four each
Abstract
This problem deals with the economic crisis currently plaguing many countries in Africa. Students explore the challenges involved in implementing the most common antidote to that crisis, namely economic liberalization, simultaneously with a program of political liberalization.
Date Submitted
10/5/2000
Date Published
1/15/2001
Format of Delivery
[bookmark: _3b79mavwogpk]Day One:
· discuss problem based learning
· present first part of problem
· break up into groups of four
· decide on what needed to know to answer question
· preview online resources
· carry out initial investigation
[bookmark: _fh5gux3o1iek]Day Two:
· share initial research results
· present second part of problem
· in groups, assign four roles
· reconvene in groups according to role
· decide on research agenda for roles
· carry out further research
[bookmark: _rm70t5w9y2na]Day Three:
· reconvene in groups according to role
· discuss and develop positions
[bookmark: _yoyotg8c33vh]Day Four:
· reconvene in original groups
· negotiate among four roles
· begin to draft final report
[bookmark: _pga9pbnzwgb2]Day Five:
· present and hand in reports
Student Learning Objectives
Students learn to:
1. hone analytical and problem solving abilities
2. develop group based work skills
3. become conversant with the Internet and the wide variety of Africa related resources
4. practice oral communication skills
Student Resources
Africa Policy Information Center
go to issues and actions, then debt relief
African Problems - African Initiatives
book with chapters on SAPs and African alternatives
Alternative Information and Development Centre
see globalization and debt under archives
Corporate Watch
check out globalization and corporate rule, under resources
The Development Gap
check out a series of relevant documents
Economic Commission for Africa
especially good for info on African economies today
Economic Justice Now
good background on SAPs and US policy
European Network on Debt and Development
50 Years is Enough
US Network for Global Economic Justice
Global Policy Forum
try social/economic policy
HIPC Debt Initiative
debt relief for the most heavily indebted countries (mostly African)
International Monetary Fund
Jubilee 2000 Coalition
an international movement for a debt-free start for a billion people
Jubilee 2000 USA
what is happening in the US to mobilize for debt cancellation
Mobilization for Global Justice
determined to defund the fund, break the bank, dump the debt
MbendiAfropaedia
with information for potential international investors in Africa
OPIC
US government agency that advises potential overseas investors
Oxfam International
for helpful info on debt and economic crisis, click on advocacy
SAPRIN
'Standing up to structural adjustment'
World Bank
Author's Teaching Notes
[bookmark: _ot51b2y2gu34]Day One:
Questions We Need to Answer:
1. What has been the extent of the economic crisis in Africa (see previous lecture)?
2. What are the goals and specific measures of SAPs?
3. What are the potential advantages and disadvantages of SAPs?
4. How would SAPs affect different economic sectors and groups?
5. What are the implications for political transitions of the adoption of an SAP?
6. What has been the concrete experience of SAPs around Africa?
7. What are the alternatives?
8. Who are the donors and what are their motives?
[bookmark: _wbqt693xsuwc]Day Two:
Questions will vary, depending on the group.
There is a wealth of information from the IMF and World Bank suggesting that SAPs have had a beneficial impact on those African countries in which they have been tried. Similarly, the new government will want to point out benefits of SAPs, assuming that it suggests adopting one. It will also have to be able to convince the populace that the austerity measures will not prove too onerous. It also has to worry about its own electoral future. Civic organizations are likely to be most opposed; they may decide that concentrating on removing African debt through the HIPC initiative or other efforts might be a good place to start. There are many internationally based organizations concerned with just these issues. SAPs promise more foreign investment, but foreign investors need to be convinced that investing in Africa is a prudent thing to do. US government agencies like OPIC go a long way to assist in such efforts. One would also want to take into account the recently passed legislation that claims to increase trade between the US and Africa.
[bookmark: _hb3a7mppot08]Assessment Strategies
Final report is to be prepared as follows:

1. Describe the positions taken by each of the parties in the attempt to reach a decision.
2. Describe the terms of the compromise ultimately reached.
3. List the specific websites and other resources utilized by members of the group.
Estimated length: two to three single spaced typed pages.
All members of the group will get the same grade for the final report (which constitutes 10% of the overall course grade). An individual participation grade (five percent of overall course grade) is based upon attendance during the problem.
Instructor should also take into account the level and nature of participation during the group based class discussions. Should also attempt to discern extent to which group has worked together or patched together report via email etc. Looking also for comprehension of issues, thoroughness of research, originality and feasibility of proposed solution.
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