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[bookmark: _fd3kbfeshxtv]Cognitive Neuroscience Case Creation
[bookmark: _voetfxrhla8]Assignment
Over the course of the semester, you and your group members will be completing a variety of case study assignments. One such assignment will be the building of a fictionalized case study. Each group will be assigned a condition that is known to cause a variety of brain damage and concomitant effects on cognitive and other functions. Some of these conditions include traumatic brain injury (TBI), Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD), Alzheimer's Disease (AD), progressive cerebral atrophy, and stroke.
Once your group has been assigned its condition you will work together to create a case description which incorporates AT LEAST THREE of the following course topics:
· Perception
· Memory
· Language
· Emotion
· Executive functioning
In your case study you should include descriptions of the following:
1. How the person acquired his or her brain damage
2. Which areas are damaged
3. The symptoms experienced by your case
4. Assessments and other investigative techniques that you and your "team" use to pinpoint the area(s) damaged and underlying causes of the symptoms shown
5. The patient's prognosis, including some description of the issues he or she may face in the future
Bear in mind that you and your group will be presenting your case study to the class at the end of the term as our "final exam". This case should also be based upon actual cases described in the literature (some of which we'll discuss in class, and others you may have to find on your own).
You and your group will be asked to turn in interim reports at various points in the term; this will be an opportunity for me to look at what you've done so far and offer constructive feedback. Please remember that you may use a variety of resources (including me) to locate the necessary information to construct your case.
[bookmark: _4hqlmryyr8zf]Overall Format Guidelines
Your case description should have the following sections:
Background Information: This should include the gender, age, and other relevant identifying information for your fictional case study. This should include any relevant medical background (did he or she have any conditions that may have contributed to their current situation?) and the circumstances behind their acquiring the damage suffered.
Symptoms: What has brought this person to your team? What difficulties is he or she experiencing? Be as specific as possible.
Assessments and Other Data: What neuropsychological tests would be useful to assess the overall functioning of this person? What can various imaging and/or recording methods tell you about the location of this person's lesion or lesions? How can these be interpreted to inform the reader about the patient's symptoms and their causes?
Prognosis: How will the deficits affect the patient's future life?
Necessary Background: For each of the areas that are affected or involved in the case's symptoms, include a brief summary of how these areas would normally function. Imagine that you are writing this as a "teaching case", in which your report can be used not just to describe an interesting case study but to teach basic information about how the brain is involved in complex cognitive processes.
Reference List: Your case description will be written using APA format. Sources will be cited as appropriate and a complete reference list included. You can also include additional resources (that may not have been directly cited in your case) if you wish.
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