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[bookmark: _fd3kbfeshxtv]An Unwanted Souvenir
[bookmark: _voetfxrhla8]Part 1
Ralph is a young botany professor of Swedish heritage at a Midwestern liberal arts college. Ralph, who was born in the U.S., became interested in Latin America because of his wife's Latino heritage. He applied for and participated in an Academic Term Abroad in Latin America during the fall trimester of the 2001-2002 academic year. Upon receiving tenure, Ralph was granted a sabbatical leave. He traveled to Central and South America and studied the local flora. Shortly after landing in Latin America, Ralph encountered intermittent attacks of diarrhea with associated abdominal discomfort. On some instances, Ralph moved his stools five to ten times in a day. Nonetheless, Ralph had a good appetite and continued to work, attributing the discomfort to his G.I. tract's adjustment to the new food and associated spices. His symptoms would periodically disappear and then reappear later, never lasting longer than one to two weeks at a time.
Upon returning the States to analyze his data and submit it for publication, his symptoms worsened. His appetite decreased significantly, he lost a great deal of weight, and he became unable to continue his normal professorial duties. He made an appointment to see his family physician.
Upon examination by his family physician the following values were obtained:
[bookmark: _8qmg3atiqxc7]Physical Examination:
· 35-year-old Caucasian male, 6'2" tall, weighing 170 lbs.
· Within the past month the patient had lost between 10-15 pounds.
· Patient appears to be dehydrated.
· Blood work-up demonstrated the following: WBC in excess of 12k per mm3, RBC 3.4 million/mm3.
· Elevated alkaline phosphatase, but AST levels are within the normal range.
· Temperature vacillates between 99-101 deg F
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Part 2
The family physician is stumped, so Ralph is referred to Memorial Hospital associated with Northwestern University's School of Medicine. Three weeks pass between his referral and examination. When he is admitted to Memorial Hospital Ralph is examined by a team of physicians. Due to his worsened condition, as well as the team approach to his examination, the following findings are obtained:
· Ralph is now complaining of frequent abdominal cramps. On palpation the whole abdomen is quite sore, but there is particular tenderness in the right hypochondriac region.
· Ralph's stools clearly demonstrate a bloody content.
· Pressure by the examining fingertips over the right anterior lower intercostal spaces indicates a particularly tender area.
· On percussion and auscultation of the lungs, there are signs of immobility of the right diaphragm and marked lung involvement, with numerous rales and dullness on percussion.
· The patient presents dark, reddish sputum upon request.
· Colonoscopy reveals ulcers with hyperemia and edema of the mucosa. Blood-stained mucus is recovered by the colonoscopy.
· Fluoroscopy and plain x-ray films of the abdomen show elevation and immobilization of the right diaphragm and consolidation of the lower medial portions of the right lung field.
[bookmark: _9nz11leao2gv]Questions to Consider:
1. What is your diagnosis of this patient?
2. This disease typically affects one side of the affected organ more frequently than the other? Which side is affected most frequently, and what is the anatomical reason theorized?
3. This patient's disease has apparently spread from one organ to another-some of which seems illogical. How did the disease spread from the first organ (an abdominal organ) to the second (one located within the thoracic cavity), and based upon the patient's symptoms what portion of the thoracic organ is involved?
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[bookmark: _p91eiek92xae]Team and Self Assessment Form
Your name: __________________________________________
Please use the rating scale below to describe how you and your team members performed on each of the tasks listed associated with your PBL group’s activities. The purpose of the grading is not to divide groups but to reward those making above average effort and to encourage those not giving their fair share to the group overall effort.
 
5 if Always	4 if Very Often    	3 if Sometimes   	2 if Rarely 	1 if Never
 
PBL Group Number:
 
Please fill in PBL Group Members’ Last Names (including your own)
 
Names                             ________	________	________	________	________
 
Completed assigned tasks ________	________	________	________	________
 
Contributed valuable
information to the group   ________	________	________	________	________
 
Attended group meetings  ________	________	________	________	________
 
Was honest in reporting
progress about his/her
assigned tasks                  ________	________	________	________	________
 
Participated in writing
final report                       ________	________	________	________	________
 
 
 
Now, please circle the rating below that you feel you would best describe your group’s overall performance:
 
Very good          	Good       	Barely Acceptable        	Poor        	Very Poor


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
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PBL Self Evaluation Form
This evaluation form will not be utilized in assigning any grades. However, it is beneficial to reflect on any progress that you might have made in various areas as a result of participating in a PBL course. Therefore, please evaluate yourself utilizing the following scale.
 
Scale:
5 = Strongly agree
4 = Agree
3 = Neutral
2 = Disagree
1 = Strongly disagree
 
Your name: __________________________________________
 
As a result of my participation in PBL in Human Anatomy I feel that I have improved in the areas of:
 
1.  Effective group participation                                             	_____
 
2.  Effective group communication                                         	_____
 
3.  Evaluation of myself (self evaluation)                                	_____
 
4.  Evaluation of others (peer evaluation)                               	_____
 
5.  Acquiring information to solve complex problems              	_____
 
6.  Evaluation of the quality of information needed
 	to solve complex problems                                           _____
 
7.  Working effectively with others                                         	_____
 
8.  Higher-order, critical thinking skills                                   	_____
 
Overall improvement rating of yourself:                                  	_____
 
5 = excellent;  4 = good;  3 = average;  2 = needs work;  1 = poor
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