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[bookmark: _2aafa69x4vnq]Discipline:
Political Science
[bookmark: _t1mfzg5gbcfk]Target Audience
Intermediate, majors and nonmajors
[bookmark: _9volddm7u2ax]Keywords
Compulsory licensing, HIV/AIDS, parallel imports, South Africa
[bookmark: _pipycaqiazt7]Length of Time/Staging
Problem takes place over five fifty minute class periods. Students are also expected to undertake considerable research and writing outside of class.
[bookmark: _fvlv8sup412c]Abstract
South Africa, along with several other Southern African countries, has among the highest HIV infection rates in the world. Indeed, the AIDS crisis in Southern Africa today has been compared to the plague in Europe in the Middle Ages. This problem examines some of the implications of the AIDS epidemic in South Africa and the possible approaches to alleviating it. The problem also addresses issues concerning bilateral relations between developed and developing countries and the role of multinational corporations and multilateral institutions in world politics.
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[bookmark: _wkayckeu847h]Format of Delivery
[bookmark: _3b79mavwogpk]Day One:
· discuss problem based learning
· present first part of problem
· break up into groups of four
· decide what is needed to know to answer question
· preview online resources
· carry out initial investigation
[bookmark: _fh5gux3o1iek]Day Two:
· share initial research results
· present second part of problem
· in groups, assign four roles
· reconvene in groups according to roles
· decide on research agenda for roles
· carry out further research
[bookmark: _rm70t5w9y2na]Day Three:
· reconvene in groups according to roles
· discuss and develop positions
[bookmark: _yoyotg8c33vh]Day Four:
· reconvene in original groups
· negotiate among four roles
· begin to draft final report
[bookmark: _pga9pbnzwgb2]Day Five:
· present and hand in reports
[bookmark: _fbmkd63qlqyo]Student Learning Objectives
Students learn to:
1. hone analytical and problem solving abilities
2. develop group based work skills
3. become conversant with the Internet and the wide variety of Africa related resources
4. practice oral communication skills
[bookmark: _jh9qav4bdev1]Student Resources
	Africa Faith and Justice Network
see Maryknoll Trade Alert on Pharmaceuticals
Africa Policy Information Center
page of links and other info on health issues in Africa
AIDS in Africa: Heartbreak and Hope
comprehensive source of info on AIDS in Africa
AIDS Foundation of South Africa
excellent source on the particulars of South Africa
Consumer Project on Technology
US Senate hearing on AIDS and Africa, February 2000
Daily Mail and Guardian
excellent South African daily with comprehensive archives
Department of Health of South Africa
Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting
on affordable AIDS drugs for Africa
Foreign Policy In Focus
AIDS and DCs: Democratizing Access to Essential Medicines
Global Health Council
with more info on AIDS in Africa and what can be done
HIV/AIDS NET
45 websites on AIDS in Southern Africa
International Council of AIDS Service Organizations
International Partnership Against AIDS in Africa
OneWorld.Net
outstanding dispatches on AIDS in Africa
PhRMA
America's Pharmaceutical Companies
Southern Africa AIDS Information Dissemination Service
UNAIDS
joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
US Trade Representative
The World Bank
HIV/AIDS as a major development crisis
World Health Organization Regional Office for Africa


[bookmark: _hb3a7mppot08]Assessment Strategies
	This problem accounts for 10% of the overall class grade. The grade is largely determined by the group report which is judged on the basis of creativity as well as content. All members of the group receive the same grade for the group report.
This is an evolving real world problem and as such there is no `right' answer.
[bookmark: _aom53v6r19mq]Guidelines for Preparing the Final Report
1. Write an introduction to the report that states the problem the group has investigated and provides background information on the problem.
2. Describe the positions taken by each of the parties in the attempt to reach a decision.
3. Describe the terms of the compromise ultimately reached.
4. Include a references page that lists the specific websites and other resources utilized by all members of the group.
5. Provide a title page that includes the names of all members of the group.
Estimated length: 5-6 single spaced typed pages.


[bookmark: _sjuiw7fhhb87]Solution Notes
Students need to investigate compulsory licensing, which lowers drug prices to consumers by creating competition in the market for a patented drug; compulsory licensing can lower the price of medicines by as much as 75%. They also need to investigate parallel importing, which involves importing a product from one country and reselling it, without the authorization of the original seller, in another country at a lower price. This policy can allow developing countries to lower prices for their consumers.
In addition, they must take into account a number of factors unique to South Africa that contribute to the epidemic: social and family disruption as a result of past policies of apartheid and migrant labor, high spatial mobility and a good transport infrastructure allowing for a rapid spread of the virus, high poverty and low education levels resulting in more risk-taking behavior and commercial sex work, a burdened healthcare system, and an inadequate welfare system.
Students also need to present the arguments of the pharmaceutical companies: for example, that strong patent protection is essential to ensure that companies are able to maximize their efforts to discover new medicines to prevent, cure, and treat diseases. Strong patent protection is essential, they argue, because drug research and development efforts are highly risky, time-consuming, and expensive, and because drugs are easy to copy. Without strong patent protection, few new life-saving, cost effective medicines would be developed and improvements in the quality of health care would be sharply curtailed. They also argue, among other things, that people in countries like South Africa are unlikely to be able to adhere strictly to a medical protocols thereby introducing the danger of viruses resistant to existing therapies.
See the case of Brazil, a third world country that has gone far to tackle the AIDS crisis for all its citizens.
This is an evolving real-world problem, with frequent new developments.
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